
FCC Rural Broadband Experiments 

Working with the Census Block List 

When the Rural Broadband Experiments census block list (http://www.fcc.gov/encyclopedia/rural-

broadband-experiments) is downloaded and opened directly in Microsoft Excel by double-clicking the 

filename, the Census Block ID (CBFIPS) may appear as scientific notation rather than a text field 

(1.0100102e+11 rather than 010010201001).  This issue is due to Excel treating data as “general” format.  

The preferred method for opening the census block list is to import it in Excel as a “text” format.  The 

step-by-step process for importing the census block list is described below. 

 

Step One: Download and save the Rural Broadband Experiments census block list 

 

 

Step Two: Open Microsoft Excel 

 

 

Step Three: Click on the Data Tab 

 

 

Step Four: Select “From Text”  

 



Step Five: Import the Census Block List 

 
 

Step Six: Follow the Text Import Wizard  

In step one, select “Delimited” under the file 

type. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In step two, select “Comma” as the Delimiter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In step three, highlight the CBFIPS column, 

select “Text” as the Column data format, and 

click Finish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step Seven: The census block list is formatted properly 

 

Applicants should follow these steps as they prepare their bid forms for submission, especially if they are 

copying and pasting census block IDs from the census block list to their bid forms.  Using the Text 

Import Wizard provides Excel enough information to explicitly define columns as text.  The text data 

format will preserve both leading zeros and prevent text data from being interpreted as scientific notation.  

Any bid forms that contain census blocks that are missing a leading zero (i.e., 10010207001095 instead of 

010010207001095) or are being interpreted as scientific notation will be considered invalid bids and will 

not be considered for rural broadband experiment funding.  As a result, applicants should ensure that their 

uploaded bid forms are properly formatted.   

 


